
                              

Gem, Mineral, and Geological Education and Experience
July 2009

From The Editor:
  Tanzanite, is the gem variety of Zoisite
which belongs to the Epidote group of
minerals.  Tanzanite is only found in
Tanzania.  It is a blue/purple mineral that
was discovered in the Merlani Hills of
Northern Tanzania in 1967.  Tanzanite is
know for it's strong trichroism, appearing
alternately sapphire blue, violet and
burgundy depending on crystal

orientation.
  In it's rough state, Tanzanite is usually reddish brown in
color.  It has to be heat treated to 600 degrees C to bring out
the blue violet color.
  Rarely, Tanzanite is found in other colors; gray, brown, blue,
rose red with apple green being the rarest.  Technically this
color would be called green Zoisite rather than Tanzanite. 
  Tanzanite is 3.3 in weight and 6.5 in hardness.  It has a
perfect cleavage and crystals are shaped like slender prisms,
similar to Tourmaline.
  Green varieties of gem Zoisite have been found in Pakistan
and Afghanistan. 
. 
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Secretary: Justine Jam

Membership Chairman
James Bruce
443-1175  JBruce4@aol.com

Treasurer: Sherry Reynolds
933-8798

Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127

Historian: Phyllis Smith

Field Trip Chairman: 
Martin Landry
mlandry121@yahoo.com

Show Chairman: Gary Parisi
442-1226

Program Chairman:  
John Richardson
422-0978

Newsletter Editor:  Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

Hunters Pointe is having Frontier Days Aug.
12, 13, and 14 and would like someone from
HMS to give a 1\2 hour talk on gold
panning, sapphire mining, etc.  If you would
like to do this, give me a call or email me
and I will let them know.

2009 HMS Show pictures are on the web
site for your viewing.  They will remain for
4 weeks and then will be replaced with more
show pictures.  All will remain approx. 4
weeks before changing.

www.helenamineralsociety.org

Upcoming field trips:

July 25-Dewey, MT:  I will lead a trip to
the Quartz Hill Mine and the Grey Jockey
Mine.  If you would like to go, PLEASE
contact me and I will meet you in Dewey
at 9:30.

Aug. 8- White Tail Basin:  Schorl, titanite
and feldspar.  Bring water, lunch, 1\8”
screen, bag or bucket, sun screen and
insect spray.  Side trip to Ringing Rocks.

Diane Hilliard has a Photo Bucket page with
excellent 2009 Show pictures, check it out,
link below.

http://s119.photobucket.com/albums/o129/sweetinmontana/2009%20Helena%20Mi
neral%20Society%20Rock%20Show/

Next regular meeting is August 13, 2009
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The brave souls who weathered out the rain collecting garnets, July 20, 2009
Photos courtesy Winn Branning.

Distracted by the abundant Bear Grass while collecting pyrite on Huckleberry Pass
July 4, 2009  Gary and Pam Parisi photos

I hope everyone has been having a good collecting season so far.  If you have any
pictures or stories, let me know and I will put them in the newsletter.  With YOUR
help, we can make this a better newsletter.
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral
Society meets at the
Mountain West Bank
located on Montana
Avenue between Aspen
and Poplar.  Meetings are
the second Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm.
There is no regular
meeting for the month of
December.  See you there!
Friends, guests, and new
members are always
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send
it to me, along with a short description of the activity,
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip
adventures with those members who are unable to
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter.
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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