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gaggii:|ssue; From The Editor:
From the Editor Oh, glorious sunshine! Let's hope this
Aol continues for some time.
Coming Events This month's mineral will be sphalerite.
Sphalerite is derived from the Greek
Page 3: name, “sphaleros,”or “treacherous.
Sphalerite is a zinc sulfide mineral that can
Tidbits contain up to 26% iron, and these varieties
e are are very dark brown to black. Nearly
Classifieds iron-free varieties are very pale in color.

Crystals are isometric. They are predominatelydtrahedral
and often developed into forms resembling octahedrds.
Hardness is 3 ¥2 — 4. Twinning Is very common.

Sphalerite is transparent to translucent and darkvarieties are
nearly opaque. Pale varieties are usually some si@aof brown,
reddish-brown, red or green, and also pale yellowrovery pale
green.

Sphalerite is common in the Helena area mines dns usually
associated with other sulfides.

Fine small facet quality sphalerite can be founat the Julia
Mine with some patience and hard looking. It is ugally pale
green in color, but some reddish-brown can be foundlso.
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Helena Mineral Society
Officers for 2007-2008

President: Andrew Horton
227-2615 andrew@mt.net

Vice-president: Kathy Bruce
443-1175

Secretary: Justine Jam
Membership Chairman

James Bruce
443-1175 JBruced4d@aol.com

Treasurer: Sherry Reynolds
033-8798

Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127

Historian: Phyllis Smith
Field Trip Chairman:

Martin Landry
mlandry121@yahoo.com

Show Chairman: Gary Parisi
442-1226

Program Chairman:
John Richardson
422-0978

Newsletter Editor: Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

*kk*x Notice *kkk Notice *kkkkkk

*If you have not paid your dues for *
*2009, this is the last newsletter you  *
*will receive and your name will be *
*removed from the membership list. *
*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Upcoming field trips:

May 30- History Fair, 10:00 AM.
Collecting at the Jordan residence, 9:00
AM, 424 \N Lawrence.

June 6- Sally Ann clean up. Depart
Lundy Center 8:30 AM. Gloves , shovels
and chain saws. Also ear and eye
protection. Digging afterward.

June 20- Sauerbier garnet dig. Depart SE
corner Dillard's parking lot 7:00 AM.
Shovels, screens, buckets, lunch, drinking
water and sunscreen.

June 27- Sally Ann picnic. Bring pot luck
dish, salad, dessert, chips, etc. Shovels
screens and bag or bucket for specimens.
About a 3\4 mile hike each way.

Depart Lundy Center 8:00 AM.

July 11- Julia Mine. Hammer, bucket or
bag, lunch, drinking water, hand lens and
sunscreen. About 3\4 mile hike each way.
Depart Lundy Center 8:30 AM.

More field trips in the next newsletter.

Montana Crystal Collectors Meeting



Sept 26 — 27, 2009, Butte, MT. Meeting at the MTd&ch Mineral Museum. No
membership dues. Show up and you are a member. fd trip on Sunday TBA

Photosurtesy of Jim Bird

The head frame, winch house and
ore chute. Summit Mine, 5\2009

The doctor is in. An easy way to collect. Sit in one
spot and search for speaisn

Next regular meeting June 11, 2009
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To place a classified ad, please see me in petsamea
Meetinqs of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
- with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
The Helena Mineral will run in the newsletter for that month only usde

Society meets at the specifically requested to run longer.
Mountain West Bank

located on Montana . .
Avenue between Aspen PICtureS and Art|C|eS Needed

and Poplar. Meetings are | If you have a picture that you want to share, @essend
the second Thursday of | jt to me, along with a short description of thety,
every month at 700 pm. | \yhare jt took place, and when, and I'll put it iret
There is no regular 4t . :
meeting for the month of | Newsletter. If you'd like to share your field trip
December. See you there| adventures with those members who are unable to
Friends, guests, and new | attend, please feel free to contribute to the netbesl
IR el el Just e-mail me your experiences, and I'll make sure
welcome , ..

they're entered. Remember, this is your newsledied

your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana 59624
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