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Paga 1 From The Editor:
From the Editor Alexandrite, a member of the Chrysoberyl famiigs

discovered in 1830 in the Ural Mountains of Rusdta.
was named after Czar Alexander II.

Chemical formula is Beryllium aluminum oxide. ate
amounts of iron and chromium have recently been
detected, and the latter is assumed to be resperisib
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Coming Events

rage s the green-red color shift in alexandrite. In dglyti
- alexandrite is green and in incandescent lighst red.
Tidbits Alexandrite is 8.5 in hardness and is brittleigio and
Page 4: has a conchoidal to uneven fracture. It is traresgeao
Classifieds translucent.

Common colors are yellow, brownish-yellow, gresni
yellow, green and brown. Alexandrite from the Wrisl blue-green in daylight and
bright purplish-red under tungsten light: similaaterial from Sri Lanka is olive-
green to brown in daylight, but under artificiajht the red color is less vivid.

Alexandrite occurs in granite pegmatites, midass and rarely in dolomite
marble.

The deposits in the Urals are mined out. Totless/mined in Sri Lanka,
Zimbabwe and Minas Gerais, Brazil. Deposits ase &und in Mayanmatr,
Madagascar and Tanzania. Crystals have also beed fn pegmatites in the New
England states, near Saratoga, New York and cnydéats to 5 1/2” near Golden,
Colorado.

The changing of color is best seen in thickensso Alexandrite displaying the
cat's-eye effect is very rare. Care must be taken working with alexandrite as
color changes are possible due to high heat.

Alexandrite is one of the most expensive gemesam the market. One must be
prudent when purchasing because synthetics araadsiable.
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out of grab bags.

Wire wrapping classes: Contact Phyllis Smith
for upcoming dates: 475-3127

Sherry would like someone to volunteer to be
a co-treasurer to help out at the Christmas
party and such. Contact her if you would like
to volunteer @ 933-8798

A program chair is needed. Anyone who
would like to do this, contact Martin @ 431-
8081

The Crystal Collectors annual meeting will
be held in Butte, Mt at the MT Tech Mineral
Museum Oct. 2 through 4. Open house
Friday night. Sell, trade and swap Saturday
9:00 to Noon. Talks and discussions 1:00 to
4:00. Auction to follow to support next
year's meeting. Banquet @ apporx. 6:00 to
6:30 with guest speaker. Usually a field trip
on Sunday. No dues, just show up and you
are a member.

At the Sept. meeting, officers were elected.
There were no changes this year as all
officers will remain the same.

HMS will hold it's annual Christmas party on
Dec. 12, 2009 at the Hannaford Street
Church. Dinner is at 6:00 PM. Show up
early to view and bid on silent auction items.
After dinner is a live auction.

There is still time to collect grab bag, ball
toss and silent auction material. Let's make
next year's show a success again and not run

Next regular meetidytober 8, 2009



Glasses found at Miss Beverly sapphire dig on Sgpt. 12. Contact Bruce at
227-6771 or 431-5909.



To place a classified ad, please see me in petsamea
Meetinqs of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
- with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
The Helena Mineral will run in the newsletter for that month only usde

Society meets at the specifically requested to run longer.
Mountain West Bank

located on Montana . .
Avenue between Aspen PlCtureS and AI’tIC|€S Needed

and Poplar. Meetings are | If you have a picture that you want to share, @essend
the second Thursday of | jt to me, along with a short description of thety,
every month at 700 pm. | \yhare jt took place, and when, and I'll put it ret
There is no regular 4t . :
meeting for the month of | Newsletter. If you'd like to share your field trip
December. See you there| adventures with those members who are unable to
Friends, guests, and new | attend, please feel free to contribute to the netbesl
IR el el Just e-mail me your experiences, and I'll make sure
welcome , ..

they're entered. Remember, this is your newsledied

your contributions make it better.
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