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From The Editor:
  Wulfenite, named after Austrian mineralogist Franz
Xaver von Wulfen.  
  Crystals are tetragonal and predominately thin to
thick tabular crystals or truncated on edges into
octahedrons.
  Chemistry is lead molybdate.  Hardness is 2.5 to 3
and weight is 6.5 to 7.
  It is brittle, weak and fragile.  Wulfenite is
transparent to translucent.  It occurs usually in some
shade of orange-brown, vivid yellow, yellowish -gray,
and greenish-brown.
  Wulfenite is a secondary mineral in oxidized zones

of ore deposits containing lead and molybdenum.  It is associated with
descloizite, vanadinite, pyromorphite, mimetite, cerrusite, limonite, calcite and
hemimorphite.
   Many fine crystals can be found in ore deposits with the above associated
minerals.
  Outstanding red-orange crystals have been found at the Red Cloud and
Hamburg mines in Yuma County, Arizona.
  Fine crystals to 1\2”  can be found in the Helena area near Radersburg at the
Summit Mine (Montana Silver Star) and the Joe Dandy Mine.  These crystals
usually are colored yellow to yellow-orange.
  Great care must be taken when collecting and cleaning specimens of this
mineral because of it's fragility.
  A fine Wulfenite specimen would be a great addition to any mineral
collection.
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Helena Mineral Society
Officers for 2009-2010

President: Andrew Horton
227-6215  andrew@mt.net

Vice-president: Kathy Bruce
443-1175

Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer: Sherry Reynolds
933-8798

Membership Chair: James Bruce
Jbruce4@aol.com  443-1175

Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127

Historian: Phyllis Smith

Field Trip Chairman: Martin
Landry  431-8081
mlandry121@yahoo.com

Show Chairman: Gary Parisi
442-1226

Program Chairman: Vacant

Newsletter Editor:  Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

Upcoming field trips:

Aug. 21- Hogback MTN for marine fossils.
Depart Dillard's parking lot at 9:00 AM.
Bring water, lunch, sunscreen and bucket or
bag for specimens.

Sept. 11- Miss Beverly sapphire claim.
Meet at York Bridge boat launch at 9:00
AM.  Bring lunch, water, sunscreen,
buckets, shovel and misc. digging tools.
*Note* Boats need to ferry people to claim 
Contact Martin if you can provide a boat.
HMS will pay for fuel for those that provide
boats.

Sept. 25 – 26: Missoula Gem and Mineral
Show at Ruby's Reserve Street Inn.

Due to a fee increase for renting the Civic
Center next year, HMS has raised the table
fee for dealers $10.00 per table.  

The Helena Public Library sent a thank you
card to HMS for the donation of mineral
related books.

Montana Crystal Collectors annual meeting
will be held at the Holiday Inn downtown on

Oct. 25, 2010.  More details next newsletter.

Volunteers will be needed in late Sept. or early Oct. to spray noxious weeds on the
Miss Beverly claim.  More in the next newsletter.

Next regular meeting is Sept. 9, 2010
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Pictures from the HMS field trip to the Snowbird Mine

Pictures and articles are needed to make your newsletter a success.  If you have
anything you would like to contribute, please, call or email Gary.

Election of club officers is next month.  If you can be an officer or committee chair,
please step forward and make a contribution to the Helena Mineral Society.  Your
service will be greatly appreciated.
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral
Society meets at the
Mountain West Bank
located on Montana
Avenue between Aspen
and Poplar.  Meetings are
the second Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm.
There is no regular
meeting for the month of
December.  See you there!
Friends, guests, and new
members are always
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed. If you have a picture that
you want to share, please send it to me, along with a
short description of the activity, where it took place,
and when, and I’ll put it in the newsletter.  If you’d like
to share your field trip adventures with those members
who are unable to attend, please feel free to contribute
to the newsletter. Just e-mail me your experiences, and
I’ll make sure they’re entered.  Remember, this is your
newsletter, and your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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