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From The Editor:
  The Epidote group is a member of the
sorosilicate family of minerals which
include Zoisite, Clinozoisite and Epidote.
  Epidote derives it's name from the Greek,
klinein,  “to incline,” and zoisite, after
Austrian Baron Zois.
  Crystals are monoclinic, usually short to
long prismatic, also tabular or bladed.
  Usually crystals display long narrow

faces.  Chemical formula is Calcium-aluminum hydroxyl
silicates.  In Epidote, iron substitutes for the aluminum.
  Epidote is brittle and has an uneven to conchoidal fracture.  It
is translucent to transparent.  Hardness is 7 and weight is 3.3
to 3.6, increasing with iron.`
  Epidote is a common mineral in this area.  It can be found at
Pat's Gulch, Calvert Hill, on the shores of Canyon Ferry Lake
and up Davis Gulch along the road.
  Fine crystals with quartz, titanite and garnets come from the
Green Monster Mine on Prince of Wales Island, Alaska.
Calvert Hill has fine crystals, but it will take some work to
unearth them from the dump sites.
. 
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Helena Mineral Society
Officers for 2009-2010

President: Andrew Horton
227-2615  andrew@mt.net

Vice-president: Kathy Bruce
443-1175

Secretary: Vacant

Membership Chairman
James Bruce
443-1175  JBruce4@aol.com

Treasurer: Sherry Reynolds
933-8798

Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127

Historian: Phyllis Smith

Field Trip Chairman: 
Martin Landry
mlandry121@yahoo.com
431-8081 

Show Chairman: Gary Parisi
442-1226

Program Chairman:  Vacant

Newsletter Editor:  Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

www.helenamineralsociety.org

If you have not paid your yearly HMS dues,
this will be the last newsletter you will receive.

Natalie Jordan will have a beginners wire wrap
class May 27 from 7 to 9 PM at the Bidmead's
house.  $30.00 for members and $42.50 for non-
members.  Call 443-0348 for information.

Sally Ann trail and claim maintenance is June 5.
Depart Ben Franklin's parking lot at 9:00 AM.
Bring shovel, gloves, water, lunch, sun screen and
a chain saw, if you have one.  If time permits, you
can dig for crystals.

What a great show this year!  The dealers all did
well on sales.  Several dealers wanted to thank
HMS members for their cheerfulness and
helpfulness during the show.  We also set an
attendance record this year, 1648 adults, beating
the old record by 25.  Thank you to all HMS
members that help to make this a great show every
year!!!

Ball toss and grab bag material need for next year.

Upcoming field trips:

June 5- Sally Ann trail maintanence, see above.

June 12- Sauerbaer garnets- Depart Dillard's 7:00
AM.  Bring water, lunch, shovel, buckets,
sunscreen and screens for garnets. 

June 19 – 20 Butte Mineral Show.

June 26- Annual Sally Ann picnic and crystal dig.
Bring a pot luck dish for everyone to enjoy.
Depart Ben Franklin's parking lot at 8:00 AM.

Lunch at 12:30 PM.  Bring shovels, screens (1\2”) water and sun screen. HMS supplies fried
chicken, plates and utensils.  See you there!

Next regular meeting is June 10, 2010
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A few pictures from the HMS 2010 Show and one
  from the swap meet held May 15, 2010 
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral
Society meets at the
Mountain West Bank
located on Montana
Avenue between Aspen
and Poplar.  Meetings are
the second Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm.
There is no regular
meeting for the month of
December.  See you there!
Friends, guests, and new
members are always
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send
it to me, along with a short description of the activity,
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip
adventures with those members who are unable to
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter.
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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