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From The Editor:
 Gypsum is this month's mineral.  The name probably
comes from the  Arabic jibs, for plaster and then to the
Greek gypos meaning chalk.  Selenite is the crystal form
of gypsum.
  Chemistry is calcium sulfate with water and, when
heated strongly, gypsum loses water converting to
anhydrite.
  Hardness is 2 and can be easily scratched by a finger
nail.  Weight is 2.32.
  Gypsum is transparent to translucent.  It is commonly
colorless or  white and  can become grayish, yellowish
and brownish when included by clays or iron oxides.
  Crystals are monoclinic.  They are very abundant and

can grow to extreme lengths.  Gypsum is not brittle as a rule, tending to bend
before it breaks.  When it finally breaks, the fracture will be splintery.
  Other varieties of gypsum include satin spar and alabaster which is used for
carving and making ornamental objects.
  Fine small selenite crystals can be found at the White Earth area at Canyon
Ferry Lake.  Opaque crystals in this area have been found to four inches in
length and longer.  
  Gypsum is used for a wide variety of common things.  For example;  chalk,
plaster of Paris and sheet rock or dry wall used in construction.
  This would be a excellent species to collect because of the varieties of fine
crystals and aggregates and prices are usually very modest. 
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HMS in need of a secretary.  If you would
like to serve your club, please step forward
and take this position.

Sept. 25 and 26 is the Missoula Gem and
Mineral Show at Ruby's Reserve St. Inn.  If
you can, please support our sister club.

If you are tumbling rocks for the club, I have
Tripoli polish.  Contact Gary to get some.

A proposal was put forth to either purchase or
rent emperor scorpions to display under long
wave fluorescent light at next year's show.
Comments are welcome. 

Oct. 8, 9, and 10 is the annual MT Crystal
Collector meeting.  Festivities begin on
Friday Oct. 8 at David and Natalie Jordan's
house, 424 W Lawrence, with an open house
beginning at 7:30 PM to 9:30 PM.  Saturday
there will be a sell, trade and swap meet at the
Holiday in downtown from at 9:00 AM to
12:00 noon.  A 1 1\2 hour break will be taken
for lunch.  Meeting will resume at 1:30 PM
with 3 speakers followed by a live auction to
raise money for next year's meeting.  Starting
at 6:30 PM there will be a banquet followed
by guest speaker Virgil Leuth.  Sunday there
will be a field trip to the Sally Ann crystal
claim.  To become a member of this society,
just show up.

HMS's annual Christmas party will be held Dec. 4 at the Hannford ST Church.

Next regular meeting is  October 14, 2010
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    Aquamarine crystal with epidote.  Collected                       Weathered massive calcite at the Snowbird Mine
   in 2003 by Leland Stanford.  Calvert Hill Mine,
   Beaverhead County.  Best self-collected specimen,
   2003 Crystal Collectors Meeting.  
   3 9\16” tall by 7\16” wide.

   A hand full of garnets.  2010 HMS field trip to                    Young treasure hunters at the 2010 Helena 
   Sauerbier Ranch near Ruby Reservoir.                                  History Fair.

  If you have pictures, articles or a story about a collection experience, please
submit them to me to be included in a future newsletter.  By contributing, you can
make this a better newsletter.

  HMS has gone green.  The newsletter can be viewed online at
www.helenamineralsociety.org.  Minutes of each meeting will be sent via email.  If
you would like to help out, contact James or Gary to be removed from the snail mail
list and receive this electronically.
  Found: life vest with Americas Cup printed on it was left in a boat on Saturday.
Contact Martin, he has it.
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral
Society meets at the
Mountain West Bank
located on Montana
Avenue between Aspen
and Poplar.  Meetings are
the second Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm.
There is no regular
meeting for the month of
December.  See you there!
Friends, guests, and new
members are always
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send
it to me, along with a short description of the activity,
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip
adventures with those members who are unable to
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter.
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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