
                              

Gem, Mineral, and Geological Education and Experience
                                                                                                              April 2011

From The Editor:
. We don't have the final numbers yet, but it looks like HMS
set an attendance record for this year's show.  Paid
attendance was right close to 1800, give or take a few.
There was no count on children Saturday but on Sunday
there were 175 twelve and under at the show. A good guess
would put total attendance between 2100 and 2200 people.
Not bad, eh?  The previous record of two years ago was beat
by about 150.
  HMS ran out of grab bags about 2:00 PM on Sunday.  If
you are out collecting, please pick up a few extra items for
the grab bags.  If you have nowhere to store this material,

give Gary, Andy, Wayne or Martin a call.  We will be glad to pick it up.
  Also, the ball toss was scrambling for material.  Material silver dollar size to small
fist size is greatly needed.  
  The garnet hunt also ran low on garnet gravel.  We get the garnets when the club
goes on the Sauerbaer dig, so if you have concentrated garnets or just gravel that
has not been gone through,  we could really use it  next year.
  HMS has two dealers that have put down a deposit or already paid for next year's
show.
  Show case winners are as follows:
1st place- Leland Stanford, self-collected Montana minerals
2nd place- Gene Hodge, faceted gem stones and minerals
3rd place- Chuck Borland, feldspars
Best feldspar show case- Chuck Borland

  I need to hear from members  about what minerals you would like me to write
about.  Contact Gary Parisi @ 442-1226 or gjparisi72@yahoo.com.
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Membership Chairman
Mary Ellen McDonald
442-4339
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Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127
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Field Trip Chairman: 
Martin Landry
mlandry121@yahoo.com
431-8081 
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442-1226
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Jordan
443-0348

Newsletter Editor:  Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

www.helenamineralsociety.org

HMS purchased a collection of Dry Head
Agates and various other minerals from
Raleigh Meade in Great Falls.  One large half
was donated to Montana Tech Mineral
Museum and the Museum purchased the other
half.  The rest of the agates will be raffled off
at up coming meetings.  HMS has to limit one
per family so everyone has a chance to own
one of these fine specimens.  If you win one in
a raffle, you can't buy tickets for anymore.

A suggestion was made to get a price from
Helena Industries to sew up about 2500 grab
bags.  Someone will check this out.

Upcoming field trips:

April 30- Copper City, depart former Dillards
parking lot at 9:00 AM

May 21- Sally Ann clean up, depart west end
of Lundy Center parking lot at 9:00 AM

June 4- White Earth, depart former Dillards
parking lot at 8:00 AM.  HMS will rent a boat
for ferrying people back and forth.

June 18- Sauerbaer garnet dig, depart former
Dillards parking lot at 7:00 AM.  This is about
a 2 1\2 hour drive each way.

June 25- Sally Ann picnic

More field trips and info in upcoming
newsletters.  For More info contact Martin.

Next regular meeting is May 12, 2011  
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A few photos from April's show
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral
Society meets at the
Mountain West Bank
located on Montana
Avenue between Aspen
and Poplar.  Meetings are
the second Thursday of
every month at 7:00 pm.
There is no regular
meeting for the month of
December.  See you there!
Friends, guests, and new
members are always
welcome

Equipment for sale:
Lortone #NS8 heavy duty polishing arbor with 8” X
3” expanding drums, splash shield and tray.

Highland Park cabbing unit with 8” trim saw, 100
and 220 grit grinding wheels, missing polishing
shield.

Misc. silicon carbide belts, 1\4 hp electric motor and
8” X 3”  drums, polishing pads.

Contact Renee at 225-9705 or
reneesrocks@hotmail.com 
                                                  
Pictures of the equipment are below.
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