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From The Editor:
  August is upon us.  The collecting days are waning.  I hope 
everyone has had a prosperous collecting season.
  September is only days away and it is the month HMS 
elects new officers for the coming year.  This is a great 
opportunity to step forward and make a contribution to your 
club.  
  Also, now is the time to go through all the “treasures” 
collected during our short summer.  HMS is in need of 
material for grab bags and ball toss.  Thumb nail to palm- 
sized material is welcome.  This year at the HMS show, the 
club ran out of grab bags at approximately 2:00 PM on 

Sunday.  The projected sales for next year is 1,000 grab bags, or 250 more than last 
year.  If you have any material that is suitable, please contact Gary Parisi, Andy 
Horton, Dave Jordan, Martin Landry or Wayne Waters.  We will be more than 
happy to pick up this material or make arraignments to drop off.  
  I am in need of suggestions for minerals to write about.  If there is something that 
interests you, call or email me.  I will be more than happy to write about it.
  The cool days of fall and the cold nights of winter will creep up fast.  Enjoy the 
remaining days of warmth and sunshine we have before us, and use these days to 
your advantage.
  Happy thoughts-agate, barite, chert, dolomite, elbaite, forsterite, galena, 
hemimorphite, iolite, jasper, kyanite, limonite, malachite, nephrite(jade), opal, 
pyargyrite, quartz, realgar, sapphire, topaz, uvarovite, vivianite, 
wolframite,xenotime, yttrotantalite and zoisite  Go forth my friends and collect as 
many of these as you can and you will have a fine collection.  Most all of the above 
minerals are found in Montana.
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Helena Mineral Society 
Officers for 2010-2011

President: Andrew Horton
227-2615  andrew@mt.net

Vice-president: Kathy Bruce
443-1175

Secretary: Vacant

Membership Chairman
Mary Ellen McDonald
442-4339

Treasurer: James Bruce
443-1175   Jbruce4@aol.com

Member-at-Large: Norm Smith
475-3127

Historian: Phyllis Smith

Field Trip Chairman: 
Martin Landry
mlandry121@yahoo.com
431-8081 

Show Chairman: Gary Parisi
442-1226

Program Chairman:  David Jordan
443-0348

Newsletter Editor:  Gary Parisi
gjparisi72@yahoo.com

www.helenamineralsociety.org

UPCOMING FIELD TRIPS:

Aug. 27- Whiskey Gulch, blue calcite, 
garnet, diopside.  Depart old Dillard's 
parking lot at 8:00 AM.  Regroup at Butte 
Wal Mart at 9:30 AM

Sept. 10- Miss Beverly sapphire dig and 
claim maintenance, York Bridge boat launch 
at 9:00 AM

Crystal Collectors of Montana- Sept. 30 
through Oct. 2, MT Tech Mineral Museum. 
More info next month.

White Earth- possibly in September.

Dave Jordan is going to put together a 
picture CD of field trips, flowers, animals, 
old buildings or whatever pics you have 
taken on HMS outings or your own 
excursions.  He will present this sometime in 
the future.  If you have pictures to share call 
David at 443-0348.

A grab bag making party will be held 
sometime in October.  If you can come and 
help, contact Kathy at 443-1175.  We need 
approximately 1,000  bags.

HMS is in dire need of a Secretary.  This is 
not a hard job.  It entails about 3 hours a 
month.

Next regular meeting is Sept. 8, 2011
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The above pictures are from the field trip to the Idaho Falls agate and chert claim 
near the Idaho border, 30 miles west of Clark Canyon Reservoir.

Top 2 pictures courtesy Diane Hilliard

Bottom pictures Gary and Pam Parisi
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral 
Society meets at the 
Mountain West Bank 
located on Montana 
Avenue between Aspen 
and Poplar.  Meetings are 
the second Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm. 
There is no regular 
meeting for the month of 
December.  See you there! 
Friends, guests, and new 
members are always 
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one 
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary) 
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad 
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless 
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send 
it to me, along with a short description of the activity, 
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the 
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip 
adventures with those members who are unable to 
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter. 
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure 
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and 
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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