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In This Issue:
Pagel: From The Editor:
This month's mineral isn't a mineral, but an eleiné
Page 2 won't disclose it's name until close to the enthefwrite up
Coming Events to see if you can guess what it is.

By-law change . . :
Grab bags It derives it's name from Anglo Saxon, but, otertain

Tumbling reimbursement Origin.. It comes in several varieties; silver lieg, pale
Pg‘ﬁﬁtg; yellow, argentian and electrum.

Crystals are isometric and rarely distinct. @algsare rude,
rounded, cavernous, hoppered or dendritic. Octletad
crystals are the most common. Dodecohedrons dnid cu
crystals are rarer.

This element is extremely malleable and one cunale can
be made into a wire 1 mile long. It can be hamhénéo a foil that is transparent.

Hardness is 2.5 to 3 and weight can vary fromvhBn combined with silver to
19.3 when pure. Luster is metallic.

It occurs primarily in hydrothermal quartz veingh pyrite and minor amounts of
other sulfide minerals.

If you have not guessed by now, | am referringdtal. Probably the most sought
after metal in the world. It is used in jewelrgndal work and as electrical
connectors because it is very durable and corrqwioof.

Around Helena, gold can be found in just abo@rgwmall stream. HMS's
sapphire claims have an abundance of flood goldergem-bearing sands. Flood
gold is 250,000 to 300,00 flakes to the ounce. IBm@gets and wire gold can also
be found on the claims.

Unless you are lucky and find a good nuggetlot af colors, you may work a
long time to find enough gold to make it worth yeurile. | have panned off and
on for about 12 years and have found just undeodkte. I'll keep my day job.

Page 4:
Classifieds
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FrerxrxJUST A FRIENDLY REMINDER* ## ks
PLEASE TURN CELL PHONES TO SILENT MODE OR
OFF DURING HMS MEETINGS. THANK YOu!!!
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The 2011 HMS Christmas Party will be held Dec. 2@ 1
at the Hannaford Street Church, 830 N Hannaforet. u
will begin at 4:00 PM and dinner will be servedsd0 PM.
Please bring a side-dish to share, as this is-&upkt HMS
will provide ham, turkey, drinks, plates, utensitsd
napkins. Come early to check out the treasuregasiafor
the live and silent auctions.

A change in the HMS by-laws has been proposeds Thi
change would allow motorized access to the claons f
maintenance and reclamation purposes onlylf you have
any concerns, contact any club officer to voiceryapinion.
The change will be voted on at the January meeting.

A motion was made and passed to reimburse memnitgrs t
are tumbling material for grab-bags. 30 centspoemd of
polished material should cover electric costs.agdebe
honest. Submit bill at any HMS meeting.

HMS is in need of around 1,000 grab-bags for thE220
HMS Show. If you can help cut out or sew pleasatact
Kathy Bruce at 443-1175.

With the cold winter weather approaching fast,tthree is
right to be gathering material for grab-bags atehsi
auction for the upcoming 2012 HMS Show. Anythinidj w
be appreciated. Contact Gary at 442-1226 to make
arrangements to pick up or drop off material. |@&so
accepting items for the live and silent auctionstiie
Christmas Party.

Be thinking about where you would like to go ondigips
next year. If there is a specific site or mindhat interests
you, contact Martin at 431-8081 or
mlandryl121@yahoo.com

If you are tumbling material for grab-bags, Garg hat and
polish. Contact me at 442-1226.

A thank you should go out to Greg Tacket from Midao He is a current club member and has procured
permission for HMS and the Missoula Clubs to asdbhe Idaho Falls Mineral Club agate location ri&ark
Canyon Reservoir for collecting this summer. Hes hlso donated fluorite and obsidian to HMS flansiand

live auctions.

Next regular meeting is January 12, 2012
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A few pictures of this summer's garnet dig at the &uerbier Ranch

| am running out of pictures for the newsletter. If you have some to share,
either send them via email or put on CD or thumb dive and | will put them in
the newsletter. Credit for photos will be acknowldged to the submitter.



To place a classified ad, please see me in petsamea
I\/Ieetinqs of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary)
- with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad
The Helena Mineral will run in the newsletter for that month only usde

Society meets at the specifically requested to run longer.
Mountain West Bank

located on Montana _ :
Avenue between Aspen | Pictures and Articles Needed:

and Poplar. Meetings are | If you have a picture that you want to share, @esend
the second Thursday of | jt to me, along with a short description of the\at,
every month at 700 pm. | \yhare jt took place, and when, and I'll put it iret
There is no regular o . .
meeting for the month of | Newsletter. If you'd like to share your field trip
December. See you there| adventures with those members who are unable to
Friends, guests, and new | attend, please feel free to contribute to the netbesl
members are always Just e-mail me your experiences, and I'll make sure
welcome , .

they're entered. Remember, this is your newsledied

your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana 59624
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