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From The Editor:
  This month's mineral is Galena.  Galena is the primary ore 
used for the production of lead.  Galena is named for the 
Greek, galene, or “lead ore”.
   Galena crystals are isometric in form and very common.  It 
predominately forms in cubes or cubes with octrahedral 
modifications but, uncommonly in octrahedrons.  Sharp 
crystals are common but the faces are usually interrupted by 
numerous offsets.  Cubes can commonly be studded with 
over-growths of octrahedrons. 
   Chemical composition is lead sulphate, PbS.  Hardness is 
2.5.  It is opaque with a blue-gray metallic color when fresh, 

but usually some shade of pale to dark gray due to oxidation.  Galena has a perfect 
cleavage.
   Galena is found in hydrothermal ore bodies and is associated with pyrite, 
chalcopyrite and sphalerite.
   Galena occurs world-wide and in such variety a person could easily have a 
collection of it alone.  
   Galena is very common in the Helena area.  Nice specimens can be found at the 
Black Friday Mine and the Summit Mine near Radersberg.  The Julia Mine and the 
mine on Mary Ann Creek up Telegraph Creek road have produced nice specimens, 
also.
   Large and splendid crystals from the tri-state area, Oklahoma -Kansas -Missouri, 
are still available and reasonably priced for the collector.  Fine specimens from the 
Butte mines are still available also.  One or two nice crystals will make a great 
addition to anyone's collection.
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A grab bag cut-out and sewing bee will be held 
at Kathy Bruce's Wed. or Thurs., Oct. 26th or 
27th.  Call for details.  443-1175

For those who are tumbling rocks, I have grit 
and polish.  Contact Gary at 442-1226.

Volunteers are needed for weed spraying at the 
Miss Beverly claim.  If you can help, contact 
Wayne at 458-4919 or Martin at 431-8081.

The new docks for the sapphire claims have 
been moved to the site.  A big thanks to Don 
McLain for securing the docks from FWP, 
Gary Stout for the use of his boat, all other 
club members that helped, and Mark 
Thompson for donating the use of his back-hoe 
to move the docks to the water for towing to 
the site.

The HMS Christmas party will be held Dec. 
10th at the Hannaford Street Church.  Start time 
is 6:00 PM.  Please bring your favorite side 
dish to share.  HMS will provide ham, turkey, 
plates, utensils and napkins.  Show up early to 
view silent and live auction items.

The Mineral Museum at MT Tech is 
celebrating it's 110th Anniversary on Nov. 6th.
If you have never been there, now would be the 
time to go.  Admission is always free and HMS 
has a display of locally collected mineral on 
display for a year.

As of this newsletter, HMS has 5 dealers for 
the 2102 show.

Next regular meeting is Nov. 10, 2011
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The HMS display at the Mineral Museum     A nice fireplace done with rocks and
                                                                        minerals by Carolyn Wolf and Jeff 
  Photo courtesy Martin Landry                      Dobb.  Photo courtesy Jeff Dobb

Gibson Reservoir and the Sun River Canyon north of Agusta offers excellent
fossil collecting opportunities from the mouth

of the canyon all the way to the shores of the reservoir.

Gary Parisi photos
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral 
Society meets at the 
Mountain West Bank 
located on Montana 
Avenue between Aspen 
and Poplar.  Meetings are 
the second Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm. 
There is no regular 
meeting for the month of 
December.  See you there! 
Friends, guests, and new 
members are always 
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one 
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary) 
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad 
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless 
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send 
it to me, along with a short description of the activity, 
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the 
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip 
adventures with those members who are unable to 
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter. 
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure 
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and 
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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