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From The Editor:
 Covellite is named after an Italian mineralogist N. Covelli.
  Hexagonal crystals are rare.  The most common crystal 
form is tabular hexagonal plates that are compressed along 
the c axis.
  Covellite is brittle, thin plates are somewhat flexible.  It has 
an uneven fracture.  Cleavage is perfect and parallel to the c 
axis.  Hardness is 1.5 to 2 and weight is 4.6 to 4.76.
  Covellite is opaque.  It's color is deep indigo-blue often 
with strong purplish iridescence.  It's streak is shining gray-
black and luster is submetalic to dull.  Composition is copper 
sulfide.

  Covellite is is usually found in enriched zones of copper sulfide deposits with 
chalcopyrite, pyrite, enargite, chalcocite and bornite.  It is usually intergrown with 
with chalcopyrite or pyrite.
  Covellite is a coveted mineral for collecting.  Fine large masses to six inches 
across and virtually pure were found at the Kennecott Copper River District in 
Alaska.  Shining paper thin crystals to one inch or more, forming boxworks on 
massive covellite have been found at the Leonard Mine in Butte, MT.  Similar 
crystals have also been found at the Calabona Mine, Alghero, Sardinia, Italy.
  Crystalline specimens are expensive and highly prized.
  Massive covellite can be slabbed into flats or cut into cabochons and polished to 
make fine jewelry.
  Thumb-nail to small cabinet specimens from Butte may still be obtained at a 
reasonable price.  A specimen of this will make a fine addition to any mineral 
collection.
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It has been brought to the attention of HMS that 
serious undermining is occurring at the Miss 
Beverly Sapphire claim.  This is a VERY 
DANGEROUS practice.  The overburden at 
these claims is UNSTABLE and can cave at 
any time.  Please, PLEASE, do not tunnel more 
than one foot in from the vertical face.  There is 
no need for serious injury or death!

Montana Crystal Collectors annual meeting will 
be held in Butte this year.  Opening is Friday, 
Sept. 30 at 7:00 PM at the MT Tech Mineral 
Museum.  If you are interested in going and 
need info, contact David Jordan or Gary Parisi. 
Phone numbers at left of this page.

New HMS officers for  2011 – 2012 were 
elected at the last meeting.  The new and re-
elected officers are listed at the left of this page.

Now is the time to be thinking about what 
material you wish to collect and where you 
would like to go on field trips next year. 
Contact Martin Landry with your ideas and 
suggestions.

A field trip to White Earth may still be in the 
works.  Check the web site for updates or call 
Martin.

For sale: 10” saw with gravity feed.  About 90% 
blade life remaining.  Can be used for a trim 
saw also.  $125.00   Contact Gary Parisi.

Next regular meeting is Oct. 13, 2011
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Some scenery shots to keep you cheerful during the coming cooler weather.

Top left: Bitter roots: Butte, MT       Top right:  Ducklings at Georgetown Lake

Bottom left: A glory hole near Lincoln, MT

Bottom right: Arrastra Creek on the way to Huckleberry Pass, near Lincoln, MT
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Meetings
The Helena Mineral 
Society meets at the 
Mountain West Bank 
located on Montana 
Avenue between Aspen 
and Poplar.  Meetings are 
the second Thursday of 
every month at 7:00 pm. 
There is no regular 
meeting for the month of 
December.  See you there! 
Friends, guests, and new 
members are always 
welcome

 To place a classified ad, please see me in person at one 
of our regular meetings or you may e-mail me (Gary) 
with your information at gjparisi72@yahoo.com. Ad 
will run in the newsletter for that month only unless 
specifically requested to run longer.

Pictures and Articles Needed:
If you have a picture that you want to share, please send 
it to me, along with a short description of the activity, 
where it took place, and when, and I’ll put it in the 
newsletter.  If you’d like to share your field trip 
adventures with those members who are unable to 
attend, please feel free to contribute to the newsletter. 
Just e-mail me your experiences, and I’ll make sure 
they’re entered.  Remember, this is your newsletter, and 
your contributions make it better.

Helena Mineral Society, Inc.
PO Box 736
Helena, Montana  59624  
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